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Anja Vieweger, The Organic Research Centre, UK  

Running small scale on-farm trials  
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Research question 
 
 
How does woodchip 
compost perform as a peat 
free growing medium 
compared to standard 
materials?  
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Trial design in the greenhouse 
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Trial design in the field 



Th
e 

O
rg

an
ic

 R
es

ea
rc

h 
Ce

nt
re

 



Th
e 

O
rg

an
ic

 R
es

ea
rc

h 
Ce

nt
re

 

a 

ab ab 
b 



Th
e 

O
rg

an
ic

 R
es

ea
rc

h 
Ce

nt
re

 
Soil and substrate analysis 
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Sizing and space calculations 
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Conclusions 

 

 
- Woodchip compost can successfully replace a 

commercial growing substrate containing peat.  
- Although it may possess some disadvantages with 

regards to weight/structure or water holding capacity, 
it provides several advantages (environmental and 
economic) in other areas relevant to growers. 

- Demonstration of possibilities and methods of trialling 
new ideas, products or methods on a small scale,  

- Specifically tailored to the circumstances of a holding 
or business.  
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Thank you for your attention! 
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